Master of Education in Adolescent Education – Personal Statement – Derek S. Spalla


In my years, as a student and an educator, I have come to hold certain beliefs about education: that team work is better than seat work; class work is better than homework, and the use of graphic organizers is better than lectures. As I have grown I have set for myself professional goals. Most recently, I have set goals that I strongly believe the Master of Education in Adolescent Education can help me achieve: to be a more capable social studies teacher; to expand my expertise and knowledge as a professional educator, and eventually to attain the status of “Teacher of the Year” at my school.
Over the last three years, my method and style of teaching has drastically changed. I believe I was the “typical” social studies teacher; that is, the only method I knew and understood was lecture. The lecture model was the method that was modeled to me and it was the only style of educating with which I was really comfortable. Three years ago after I completed an in-service conducted by Learning-Focused® all of that changed.

I came to understand, through Learning-Focused, that team work between students in the classroom is more valuable both to me as an educator and to the students than simple seat work. Pairing students in collaborative pairs (or in larger groups) allows them to learn and feed off the excitement of their peers. In teams, students are helping students, and everyone is learning. Working collaboratively, with clear guidelines and clear assessment, directly enhances students’ learning.
Similarly related to the issue of teamwork versus seat work is the idea that class work is more profitable than homework. Having my students begin and, in most cases, complete academic work in class instead of taking it with them, gives those students who are struggling, an opportunity for more individualized help from me or support from one of their peers. By completing work in class, students can receive the additional help they need without the frustration of being at home not understanding how to finish an assignment. More time for work in class also frees students to participate in extra curricular activities which are important for their enrichment.
I believe in (and have implemented) another tool, from Learning-Focused, which are classroom graphic organizers. Using graphic organizers allows me to make my content area of social studies more accessible to students of all learning levels and achievement. Graphic organizers have helped me to expand, support, and provide scaffolding for learning around the textbook. Through the use of graphic organizers, my students have an easier time understanding and organizing information. Graphic organizers promote active learning. Because of graphic organizers, my students are developing higher level thinking skills and are becoming more creative.
Participating in and completing Kennesaw State University’s Masters of Education, in Adolescent Education, will help me to achieve several professional goals; to be a more competent and well rounded social studies teacher, expand my expertise and knowledge as a professional educator, and I hope, to become “Teacher of the Year” at my school.

When I first began my career, as an educator, I had graduated from Toccoa Falls College with a Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education – history. Having a degree in history seemed to be fine. However, in later years, I realized that my emphasis, in history alone, instead of the broader field of social studies limited what I could teach. Because of changes, at the Professional Standards Commission, and my own desire to become a certified broad field teacher, I sought to rectify these limitations. When it came time to renew my teaching certificate, I enrolled in and completed social studies-related classes at Kennesaw State University. Though these two additional courses helped me expand my knowledge in my field, the Masters of Education, in Adolescent Education, will help me become a more competent and a well rounded social studies teacher. In my research, I have found this program to be unique in offering a combination of social studies and education classes at a master’s level.

 Since first becoming a teacher, one of my desires has been to become an expert in my field and to expand my knowledge as an educator. Through experience with the Learning-Focused methodology and exposure to excellent teachers, I have come to fully appreciate and love the life-long learning involved in being a professional educator. Being part of this program will help support me in becoming an expert educator that can help lead and guide others to touch the live of adolescents.
Finally, as an educator, I am always striving for excellence in how I teach and what I teach. I also strive for excellence in my interactions with students, their parents, and with my colleagues. I believe that all of us want to be recognized for what we do as teachers, and all of us have a goal that upon reaching it represents the pinnacle of our career. For me, this pinnacle is to be recognized as “Teacher of the Year” at my school. 
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